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Russian hospital, newspaper officials tour ORHC 
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By:CINDY TOOPES , Courier staff writer 
12/09/2003
[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.png]



OTTUMWA - Americans aren't the only ones who want better health care and facilities - so do Russians.
There are a "number of differences" between the Russian and American health systems, said Vladimir Yuryevich, deputy head of administration at Kinel-Cherkassy Hospital, on Monday during a tour of Ottumwa Regional Health Center.
In the United States, Americans take care of buildings and equipment, Yuryevich said. Due to changes in Russia's political system, those things "have been neglected" and officials are "just now getting some money to put into remodeling."
Yuryevich also said Russians are also working hard on development programs for children and mothers and consultation for women - items already in place in the United States. Great Britain is also helping Russia in these areas.
"We are doing a good job with hospice," Yuryevich said. "And, we do have clinics in small towns."
Yuryevich was one of three medical professionals who visited ORHC. Also in the group of Russians were Igor Khokhlov, chief of staff, Kinel-Cherkassy Central Hospital; Yelena Leonidovna Zapolina, deputy chief of staff, same hospital; Lyubox Aleksandrovna Skvortsova, chief newspaper editor at "Working Life;" Yevgeniy Stanislavovich Dengub, teacher/facilitator and deputy director of a private linguistics school; and Natalya Vasilyevna Bondar, a Russian citizen involved with the Foundation for Civic and Patriotic Education.
The team is primarily interested in risk behaviors and the treatment ORHC provides in such cases. They also will discuss infection control, laboratory services, emergency services, hepatitis C therapy, behavioral health and mental health with ORHC's clinicians, social workers, administration and physicians.
Only Dengub was fluent in English. He was assisted in translating by Leana Klimova, a Russian who now lives in Marshalltown.
The Russians are visiting ORHC and Van Buren County Hospital in Keosauqua, through the "Open World Program at the Library of Congress."
Representing Van Buren County Hospital was Linda Goldstein, an administrative official. 
"This is the second group we've had," she said. "They are learning how the U.S. funds health care and are studying Medicare, insurance companies and technologies."
Khokhlov said wages for medical professionals are set by the government and the wages are much lower than in the United States. For example, a doctor receives the U.S. equivalent of $300 per month.
There is a shortage of doctors in Russia, according to Khokhlov.
The Russian government sponsors treatment for alcohol, drugs, emergency services and sexually transmitted diseases, Khokhlov said.
Most of the Russian team proceeded to a tour of the hospital but Dengub remained behind to speak to the media. Dengub said Russians want to implement "some of the good things" from the United States such as financial structure for health care, hospital organization and resource management.
What Dengub has found most enjoyable about his visit are "people - their curiosity, friendliness and hospitality." 
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